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The Glastonbury Holy Thorn lives on...

The Glastonbury Holy Thorn has been returned to its rightful place. The new tree has been grown from the severed branches of the 
iconic thorn that once stood on Wearyall Hill and is said to have sprung from the staff of Joseph of Arimathea, uncle of Jesus, more 
than 2,000 years ago when he came to Britain following the crucifixion. In 2010 the tree was brutally vandalised and reduced to a 
stump in the early hours of a December morning. The Pilgrim Reception Centre, set up in 2008 as an organisation to support all 
faiths and beliefs, arranged with the Royal Botanical Gardens at Kew to collect cuttings from the severed branches. These were 
grafted onto common hawthorn rootstock and nurtured at Kew so that new trees could continue the lineage. The Glastonbury thorn is 
one of our iconic trees in the British Isles, with legends relating to the arrival of Christianity and traditions of sending flowering 
sprigs to the Queen on Christmas day and Easter, says Tony Kirkham , from the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. With the new tree 
planted back in Glastonbury along with several others in different locations, we hope that the Glastonbury story will continue for the 
monarchy and many others to enjoy.-)
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Crataegus laevigata 'Apetala' , LOUDON 1844: this remarkable species has flowers without petals; ARB. MUSK. 1864: Weird

beauty and remarkable

Crataegus monogyna ‘Aurea Variegata' Synonym: C. oxyacantha 20 foliis aureis LODD. CAT. (LOUDON 1844): generally a     

ragged and diseased appearance when fully expanded, ARB. MUSK. 1864: yellow-variegated, not as beautyful as 'Variegta' 

Crataegus laevigata 'Corallina' ARB. MUSK. 1864: beautiful, big and pendulous, shiny fruits

Crataegus laevigata 'Leucocarpa', Synonym: C. oxyacantha 14 leucocarpa (LOUDON 1844): with white haws [we have never

seen it], according to Hanbury,it is but a paltry tree, an indifferent bearer, and the fruit is of a dirty white.

Crataegus laevigata 'Purpurea' , Synonym: C. oxyacantha 9 purpurea PENNY (LOUDON 1844): large leaves, young shoots of 

dark purple colour, raised from seed by Epsom Nursery some years ago

Crataegus monogyna 'Crispa Pendula' 

Synonym:  C. oxyacantha subsp. monogyna var. crispa-pendula G.NICHOLSON (1894), C. monogyna 'Pendula Crispa'.

Crataegus monogyna ‘Fissa'  KRÜSSMANN 1972: pendulous, leaves up to 7 cm wide, deeply cut to midrib

Crataegus monogyna 'Pendula Variegata' 

Synonym:  C. oxyacantha subsp. monogyna var. pendula-variegata G.NICHOLSON (1902)

Crataegus monogyna 'Pendula Xanthoclada'  
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